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Ranjit Biswas: A Tribute
Helal Uddin Ahmed

“All under heaven shall return to the Tao,
As brooks and streams flow home to the sea.
Returning is the route of the Tao,

Yielding is the way of the Tao.

Ten thousand things are born of Being,

And Being is born of Non-Being”.

- Laozi, in Tao Te Ching (6" Century BC, in China)

One of the most illustrious members of BCS Information Cadre and
renowned sports writer cum satirist Ranjit Kumar Biswas (retired senior
secretary of Ministry of Cultural Affairs, GOB) left us all of a sudden in the
month of June 2016. His tragic demise due to a cardiac arrest while staying
at Chattogram Circuit House on 23 June evening came to me as a bolt
from the blue. He had been around me for the previous 30 years, especially
since my joining the Press Information Department back in January 1991.
Even before joining government service, | was familiar with his name as
an outstanding sports writer; we both contributed to the fortnightly ‘Sports
World” (“Krira Jagat’) brought out by the National Sports Council and
edited by legendary sports journalists Towfique Aziz Khan and Ataul Haque
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Mullick during the late 1970s and early 1980s. Always kind, courteous,
gentle and affectionate towards his friends and colleagues, Ranjit’da was
an extraordinary storehouse of knowledge, humour, wit and compassion.

Tragedies chased him throughout his life. He lost his father while still a
child; then his mother committed suicide after his marriage. He lost his only
son while he was still a teenager, dying a premature death after causing him
immense suffering by leaving for the wilderness. His only daughter’s first
marriage also broke up early; and finally he was critically wounded in a
road accident at Natore around two and a half years before his death, which
left him almost crippled.

But he was a great fighter. Like a phoenix rising from the ashes, he bounced
back to the literary cum cultural scene of the country, and also returned to his
commendable role as a top bureaucrat very soon. Even after his retirement
in the middle of 2015, he had been maintaining a heightened presence in
the cultural cum literary arenas of the country as well as in the print and
electronic media. In my reckoning, he was one of the most gifted satirist
cum humorist this country has ever produced, excelling in both the oral and
written traditions. But unfortunately he never got any official recognition
in the area, including the Bangla Academy award for literature, although
much lesser mortals appear to have got it. And he was also an acclaimed
linguist and quite unparalleled as a sports writer, especially on Cricket.

He showed keen interest in other games as well, including Football, Hockey,
Tennis, Chess and even Billiard and Snooker. As a colleague, | found him to
be an exceptional translator who excelled in both Bangla and English. He
showed his extraordinary talent in writing essays, columns, fiction, satires
and humorous pieces. Though he did not write poetry regularly, he certainly
showed his poetic flair as reflected in the not many poems that he wrote.
The following is a sample titled ‘Grateful and Gleeful’ that he wrote for
Bangladesh Quarterly back in June 2001 N while claiming himself to be a
‘Journeyman’ after returning home from a visit to Scotland:

Beaches all under the sun I cannot visit

Ladies all loveable I cannot meet

Castles all in the world | cannot see

For | know not when to flee;

Beauties all picturesque | cannot feel

For my seconds and fractions are on the wheel;
Exquisite everything | cannot taste

For the mundane journey is on haste,

Virginity of all rivers | cannot touch
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Who am | to conquer that much?

Shan’t be able to hear every tune

For subjection and surrender to fate and fortune.
But grateful and happy to heart’s content | am
Showing the teardrops rolling down

My cheek a big damn,

Glad I am buoyant and happy

Like an ever wondering baby in the nappy.

Ranjit Biswas was also a trendsetter in the civil service. He used to maintain
an air of informality while dealing with his colleagues, but was quite
meticulous and thorough in his desk-work, always putting the interest of his
country and people above everything else. While serving as the secretary
in charge of the Ministries of Social Welfare and Cultural Affairs between
2010 and 2015, he left an indelible impression on his juniors. His doors
were always open for them and none suffered any misbehaviour during his
five-year stint at the top. One of his juniors told me, he used to tell them to
come with a smile in the morning and also to leave with that same smile
on their faces in the afternoon. He did everything in his power, including
applying his unique sense of wit and humour, to facilitate that.

I remember, when our panel won the service association election back in
1998, he jokingly remarked in Bangla that we were ‘Nirjatita’ (tortured),
instead of being ‘Nirbachita’ (elected). He was one of the most eloquent
public speakers | ever met, and his humorous pieces for the magazine
program ‘Uttaran’ of Bangladesh Betar during the late 1990s and early
2000s had a huge following. Whenever | went to his office, he used to
force me to share his lunch (in his words ‘lunchita’ N “harassment’ when
translated into English) with me just like my elder brother. Whenever | met
him, it was he who always greeted me first with the affectionate words:
‘Helal, Bhalo’? There was no exception to this loving utterance throughout
our acquaintance, which continued even after his crippling accident. For
me, his enduring legacy will be the advice: ‘Even in danger, try to enjoy’. |
shall never forget this advice as long as | am alive. Adieu Ranjid’da N God
willing, hope to see you again on the other side of the rainbow.

(Dr. Helal Uddin Ahmed, a member of BCS ’84 batch, is a retired Additional
Secretary, former Editorial Consultant of The Financial Express, and
currently a Consultant of Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO).
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JEee BCRMG MRMMFSR @oite GrRm wed ST Ji
LGRS | O Sb GAIR T el FCW G JAAR Soersey
‘A conversation on Syed Najmuddin Hashim® Pty @<sife @ feaca
AT G [ T e Qe gfovre Faee fica a1 Faces [iva
o7 9o | Fof qceTees :
“...Hashim bhai and | travelled to Kathmandu for a South Asian
media seminar in May 1994. It was a visit that gave me not
only my very first opportunity to interact with fellow media

practitioners from South Asia but also, and more importantly, a
precious chance to get properly acquainted with Hashim bhai..”
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Govt’s steps to ensure Freedom of

Media in Bangladesh
Md. Saifullah

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh guarantees freedom
of thought and conscience and of speech as fundamental rights. The present
democratic government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina firmly believes
in freedom of press, as the fourth estate after executive, legislature and

judiciary to run the state-craft. Article 39 of the Constitution of Bangladesh
lays emphasis on the freedom of press and uninterrupted flow of information
excepting issues relating to sovereignty and integrity of the state. Following
the spirit of the Constitution, the government provides all-out support to the
media and thus upholds freedom of expression of opinion in the society.

The present government is firmly determined to uphold the freedom of press
as envisaged in the Constitution of Bangladesh. Accordingly, the government
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina just after assuming office in 2009 enacted
laws and rules on ‘Right To Information’-RTI and instituted the Information
Commission. The government officials are now bound to provide information
to the newsmen within the timeframe stipulated in the law which is playing
a vital role in maintaining transparency and accountability in running the
government. Following RTI, there are assigned officials at each and every
office to provide information to media people and others as they need. The
number of such officials at the public and private offices all over the country is
42,254. Under the law, 119,831 individuals were served with the information
as per their demand across the country during July, 2009 to December, 2020.
The law has been proved so useful that the Information Commission has to
dispose of 2218 cases relating to RTI out of 2315 accepted for hearing since
its inception. Punitive actions have been taken in such 62 cases. Many
government officials have been punished for their negligence or failure in co-
operating with the media people as per the RTI rules. The power of arresting
journalists without court-warrant under the Special Power Act has been ceased.
The journalists in the country are now working without any fear. Stringent
measures have been taken against the incident of attacks on journalists and
bloggers by the vested quarters and militants. Such attacks on media people
have drastically come down due to the government’s instant action of zero
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tolerance policy. The Press Council is working to resolve the disputes among
the stakeholders of the media.

Newspaper owners can import tax-free newsprint and other printing materials
from abroad. On the other hand, they are bound by law to offer their
journalists a salary package recommended by the wage board constituted
by the representatives from the government, journalists and the owners.
The government has already announced the 9th Wage Board Award. The
government is also contemplating to include journalists, camera-persons and
other related support service people serving with the private TV channels in
the wage board. Imposing ban on airing commercial ads on the downlinked
foreign satellite TV channels and control on the digital contents uploaded in
the social media greatly help in flourishment of the local media. Income from
the government ads and supplements also help them.

Digital Bangladesh Programme being implemented by the government has
reinforced media to a great extent. County-wide availability of electricity, high
speed internet, mobile phones, computers, laptops, television channels help
access information at the touch of the finger. The present democratic government
is providing policy support by framing various laws and regulations. Right
to Information Act 2009, Cable Television Network Operation and Licensing
Regulation 2010, Private FM Radio Centre Installation and Operation Policy
2010, National Broadcasting Policy 2014, Bangladesh Journalists Welfare
Trust Law 2014, and National Online Mass Media Policy 2017 (amended
in 2020) are very much mentionable. To make media more pro-people, the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting following National Online Mass
Media Policy so far approved 85 online news portals and online news versions
of 92 established newspapers of the country. Registration of the approved
online news services is going on under the supervision of Press Information
Department. More online news media outlets would be approved soon. The
government has a plan to develop a new agency named ‘National Broadcasting
Authority’ which would ultimately oversee the online media.

With the support of the media-friendly policy of the government, a huge
number of newspapers are being published in the country. According to
information received from the Department of Films and Publications, there are
over 700 enlisted newspapers in the country. Out of all these, 560 are dailies,
of which 255 are being published from the capital Dhaka. Electronic media has
taken a big leap forward with the Digital Bangladesh Programme. Along with
state-run TV and Radio, the government has provided licences to 45 private
TV channels, 27 FM radio and 31 community radio stations. As per official
data, 31 TV channels, 22 FM and 17 community radio stations are now on air
and the rest are taking preparation for launching.

Launching Bangabandhu Satellite-1 has strengthened the media arena in the
country. All the TV channels of the country are being transmitted through
Bangabandhu Satellite-1 at a subsidised rate. The plan of the government to
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launch Bangabandhu Satellite-2 would surely contribute more in this regard.

Both the print and electronic media enjoy full freedom in running their
activities. Live programmes like talk-shows, discussions, debates in the TV
channels are very popular in the country. Noted personalities, politicians,
intellectuals, educationists, journalists and even grassroots people regularly
participate in these live events and freely express their opinions. They most
often go for rampant criticism of the government or of its activities without
any censorship. The government never interferes in such free expression
of opinions and views. Other electronic media even newspapers taking
the advantage of 360-degree strategy also telecast such live participatory
programmes. The freedom of expression of opinions and also free flow of
information have been strengthened with the widespread use of social media
and mobile phones. Presently, about 170 million (17 crore) mobile SIM and 110
million (11 crore) internet users in the country show an immense potentiality
of the non-traditional ‘neo-media’ in the society. Considering its importance,
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has decided to create its new
wing named ‘Social Media Wing.’

In true sense, an era of free electronic media began in the country during
the first tenure of Sheikh Hasina’s government beginning in 1996 with the
approval of the private TV channels for the first time. The launch of the first
private TV channel of the country, Ekushey TV, is mention-worthy. The
subsequent BNP-Jamat Government following their anti-mass media policy
stopped transmission of the TV channel.

The Awami League government has taken necessary steps for creating
manpower for the ever expanding media arena of the country. The government
arranges training for the journalists across the country to raise their professional
standard. The government has also taken steps to create the scope of higher
education on journalism at various public and private universities. A huge
number of university graduates are now being engaged in the ever expanding
media world. The government established Bangladesh Cinema and Television
Institute in 2014 for skill development of the people for the potential electronic
media. The government spent 200 million (20 crore) taka for expansion of the
Press Institute of Bangladesh and National Institute of Mass Communication
providing training to the media people. To extend necessary support to media,
the 16-storied ‘Tothyo Bhaban’-- Information Building costing more than Tk
1.04 billion (104 crore 12 lac) has been built. The government has taken a
project to develop Information Complexes at the district level. And lastly,
Press Information Department, a government agency directly working with the
journalists in providing them with professional support, has opened its offices
at Sylhet, Barishal, Mymensingh and Rangpur divisions.

(Md. Saifullah is the Vice Chairman of Bangladesh Film Censor Board)
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The role of Media in implementing the
National Integrity Strategy
Md. Abdul Jalil

The National Integrity Strategy (NIS) is a comprehensive set of goals,
strategies, and action plans aimed at increasing the level of independence to
perform with accountability, efficiency, transparency, and effectiveness of
state and non-state institutions in a sustained manner. It is a holistic approach
toward good governance, which is very much related to the concept of a
corruption-free service system in public and non-public institutions.

Although “Corruption’ is a frequently used word, most commonly it is
defined as ‘’abuse of entrusted power for private gain”. General people
believe that in many cases public offices at all levels misuse their positions
for personal gain or to serve a few people.

Keeping the citizens’ perception in mind about corruption, the government
of Bangladesh formulated NIS outlining the vision titled ‘A happy and
prosperous Golden Bengal” and the mission identified as “Establishment of
good governance in the state and the society”.

Bangladesh first introduced NIS in 2012 in line with the guidance and
directives of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. After the independence of the country, Bangabandhu, while
addressing a public meeting advised to citizens “The nation must be united
against corruption. If public opinion is not mobilized, corruption cannot be
stopped by enforcement of law alone.”

This directive of the Father of the Nation became the intrinsic spirit of
our NIS focused on establishing a corruption-free welfare state aiming to
ensure equal opportunity for every citizen enjoying the benefits of prompt
public service delivery without any hindrance.

NIS is an exclusive approach to fighting against corruption or abuse of
entrusted power. We must have the courage to say “Wrong is wrong even if
everybody is doing it”. On the other hand, we should have that much mental
strength in promoting the spirit “Right is right even if no one is doing it”.

The spirit of the Constitution is that Bangladesh would be a just and fair
society. Meantime, several laws have been enacted, organizations set up
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and systems and processes developed for the prevention of corruption. But
all those initiatives couldn’t reduce corruption at the desired level. That’s
why the necessity of comprehensive preventive measures was perceived.

The United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) treaty
also recognizes the importance of both preventive and punitive
measures in this regard. According to article 5.1 of the UNCAC, a
comprehensive approach must be taken at the national level to prevent
corruption. As a signatory to the UNCAC, it has become obligatory for
Bangladesh to formulate a strategy to combat corruption.

NIS is a strategy of the government of Bangladesh to prevent corruption
and promote integrity in all affairs of individuals, organizations, society,
and the state. It is a social movement against corruption. Integrity is the
quality of being honest and having strong moral principles. NIS document
expresses ‘integrity’ as behavioral excellence influenced by ethics, morality,
and honesty which is supported by time-tested norms, values, customs, and
principles of a society.

It has always been a common perception that the media is a watchdog of
the government. This means the media holds government officials and
governments accountable. Media checks on the government for possible
corruption and/or wrongful or illegal acts. This watchful function of media
is what labels it the fourth estate.

Media reflects the norms, culture, and values of a society. Media can lead
to evolution and revolution of mind and heart of the people fostering
information, literacy, and awareness in the nation. Broadly speaking, the
relationship between culture and the media is one of inclusion.

For a better understanding of the role of the media in implementing the NIS,
discussion about some facets of public-society- government-media dynamics
is essential. Similarly, it is very important to clarify and find out how media
influences government and society and how media forms and cultivates public
opinion in favor of implementing NIS through using different tools.

To my understanding, there are three essential roles of mass media in
government. First of all, mass media helps people understand the operations
of government; secondly, mass media participates in political decisions;
and thirdly, mass media holds government officials accountable.

The present government under the prudent leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Her Excellency Sheikh Hasina is working relentlessly to bring
about a positive change in the society and the governance. To that ends, the
government firmly values the freedom of the press as the fourth estate after
the executive, legislature, and judiciary in running the statecraft.

And, therefore, the media industry in the country is flourishing day by
day. Currently, more than 1300 dailies, 1900 periodicals, 45 TV channels,
hundreds of radio stations, and online news portals are operating across
the country in meeting citizens’ demand for information under the policy
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support of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

Press Information Department (PID), one of the vital organizations under
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, has been working sincerely
to bridge between the government and the media since its inception. PID,
along with other responsibilities demarcated in its citizens charter, is
shouldering the responsibility of registering online media including online
news portals, online news portals of daily newspapers, ePaper, online news
portals of radio channels, and online portals of private TV channels, which
have strategic contributions to creating mass awareness about continuous
social changes happening by the influence of different political, economic,
socio-cultural and technological factors.

Our mass media is enjoying the full right of expression and free flow of
information. The people are also enjoying the right to information in the
true sense. To materialize the commitment of the government to the Right to
Information for every citizen, the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
enacted ‘The Right to Information Act, 2009’ and the National Online Mass
Media Policy 2017. The Press Accreditation Policy, 2022 is also ready for
final approval. As a result, mass media is flourishing as a booming industry
catering to the citizen’s demands for information.

The role of mass media in nation-building and development is becoming a
much-talked-about issue not only in Bangladesh but also all over the world.
As the technology and tools of ICT is gradually updating due to influenced
by the innovation of the fourth industrial revolution (4IR), a different
form of non-conventional media like-satellite television channel, internet
protocol television (IPTV), Internet Protocol Radio (IP Radio), Community
Radio(CR), YouTube, Facebook, mobile app, online social media, etc.
are getting popular in our country. They are also playing a pivotal role
in creating social awareness as a change agent. This sort of mass media
including social media is playing a very significant role in developing
people’s opinions and promoting creativity and innovation.

The mass media is playing a critical role in accelerating good governance
and controlling corruption as well. They are also fiddling an important
role in creating awareness, informing, and educating the public on various
issues. Particularly, the mass media can strengthen the implementation
process of NIS by raising awareness among citizens through proper
reporting on the incidence of corruption, its causes and consequences, and
possible remedies.

Citizens’ sensitization is an essential part of the motivation process, which
needs to focus on. The media can sensitize the citizen about their rights with
the emphasis on the Right to Information, Citizens’ Charter, and Grievance
Redress System of the government. Reporting on the incidence of integrity
to recognize the honest people of the society by the media, especially
social media can play a catalytic role. This will heighten the confidence
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and trust levels of the society for maintaining and applauding integrity,
honesty, and dedication. Unfortunately, there is a deep-rooted attitude of
normalization of corruption in people’s daily experience and thus stands as
a major obstacle against the attempt to counter corruption. Considering the
importance of challenging such widespread attitudes of civic passivity and
disenchantment against corruption and malpractice, media can play a vital
role by creating a national discourse on positive terms about the value of
integrity, transparency, and accountability.

The Cabinet Division is encouraging the different stakeholders by arranging
seminars and symposiums, workshops, and independent studies on the
issue of NIS implementation and its various tools. Among the stakeholders,
the media workers particularly the journalists are considered as one the
frontliners. Arrangement of multi-sectoral meetings including the seminar
for the mass media representatives will be an effective platform to continue
the effort of motivating government officials and journalists to work
together in implementing NIS for the betterment of our society.

Japan International Corporation Agency (JICA) is working closely with
the government of Bangladesh to introduce the concept of NIS through
multi-sectoral involvement. As a trustworthy development partner, JICA
is extending its continuous financial and technical support and partnership
with the Cabinet Division to popularize the concept of NIS in our
bureaucracy to ensure transparency, accountability, and good governance
while rendering public service. To ensure accountability and transparency
of the government, the Cabinet Division is implementing some social
accountability tools like the Citizens’ Charter, Grievance Redress System
(GRS), Right to Information(RTI), etc. which contribute effectively to
implementing the NIS program.

It is firmly believed that greater collaboration between media and
government would create new avenues for the cooperation and dynamic
further in achieving our common goal of establishing a just, fair, and
corruption-free society in line with the political philosophy, ideal, and spirit
of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The mass media including social media has a great responsibility to be
aware of the common people about their rights and duties as citizens. The
role and contribution of journalists in implementing NIS by raising people’s
awarenessaboutitstoolsandstrategiesisasignificantissue. Asanenlightened
section of society and a watchdog of the government, journalists from the
print, electronic, and online media must play a crucial role in educating
people on how to cope with changing scenarios and their mindset in favor
of nurturing honesty, integrity, and a corruption-free value system in the
society for the greater interest of the country and the future generation.

(Md. Abdul Jalil is a Senior Deputy Principal Information Officer of Press
Information Department)
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THE BANGLADESH EXPRESS

A People’s Daily = journey Since 1994

www.thebangladeshexpress.com
15 New Baily Road, (Building-2), Dhaka-1217. Phone : +8809611-656102
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To Know the real news and
views read

THE GOOD Me@RNING

A Progressive National Daily

A progressive national daily newspaper

70, Ploneear Road], Kalkrail,
Dlhalka-1000.

web: thegoodmorning.net
Email : dailygoodmorning@yahoo.com/
thegoodmorningbd@gmail.com
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THE DAILY MATRIKANTHA@

& www.matrikantha.com @ www.facebook.com/ thel:la;!ymatrlkantha
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BIIETT : ACAIE (SN THANT ANE T (A5G, S0 75, (11 8 (Se-ATAIG-aq00
(1 : 02-84bbOb040, (MIATEA : 039>98b584%, 3-(34 : matrikantha@gmail.com
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Email : dailysawdeshbichitra@yahoo.conr
www: dainikswadeshbichitra.com,
epaper:dainikswadeshbichitra.com
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Shyamal Sylhet
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shyamal.sylhet@gmail.com

www.shyamalsylhet.com

www.eshyamalsylhet.com
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The Daily Bangasangbad
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&> TOYOTA | NAVANA LIMITED

Vo @ & & — o 4
CHASE EVERY TRAIL

HOTLINE 16720

& toyota.com.bd
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SIMPLE. YET SIGNIFICANT.

[EXPLORE WHAT'S
1 HAPPENING AROUND

Download the updated
CONTENT

SRR Y The Baily Star app
Dhala records 44mm rain this DJ
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nature

ey Dntlation springs to £F-munth @
ERS g PERSONALISE
- 'YOUR EXPERIENCE

R0




fAfraeT TTFaer uEkrEE RS
AIeTe! @ AR 083

FFAWMI MW ACTES !

amarbarta.com.bd

0Y



8 qE AP T TR,

Tafe@ The Daily Kalbela

09



WALTON

Computer

BORN FOR
INNOVATION

0b






